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Chiefs Report 8th August 2010

     Thank you all for attending the A.G.M. This year has come to its conclusion and I would like to say a big thank you to My support : My committee My helpers Mike, & Clinton who just seem to understand some of my strange Ideas and of course The Members who have supported the functions we have had in the past year. 
Things have changed a lot since I was last Chief of the then “Southern Johannesburg Caledonian Society 1984-1985”. The transition “Back to the Future” has been made possible with the help and advice of Andrew and Jean Kelly who were only a phone call or email away when I required advice on any topic.
September started the year off with a Scottish dance evening; this was intended as a function to teach members the basis dances so that they could participate fully at Congress.

October saw the Society participating fully in the organisation and running of Congress 2009 at “Carnival City”. It turned out to be a very successful Congress with compliments from many other Societies as to the smooth operation of the event. Then into Halloween, no rest for the Wicked, the kids and adults had a fabulous time with worm cake and all the usual trimmings and the witch Maureen Millar emerged to take first prize.
November Chiefs and St Andrews Night at Turfontein Bowling club due to a double booking was none the less a successful function.

December it was Christmas time and we had a ball with Santa coming down the chimney to everyone’s delight, musical chairs and all the other party games with full participation by our secretary Robert. Thanks to Herbert Park Ladies for leaving up the Decorations for us.

January “Burns Night” and the “Welcome to the Provincial Chieftain our own Margaret West. It also saw the introduction by Rodney Kuck of the Pipes and Drums much to the surprise and delight of our members. It really was a terrific night.

February Our Valentine Masked Dance. Well the pictures told the story and we had a Ball.
March, “A Touch of the Irish” With the green and white decor the hall looked magnificent and once again a good social Callies Evening was had by all.

April, Easter Parade was a well attended Easter egg painting, Egg hunt, we also introduced the Easter egg Raffle which went off like a bomb a rather novel change with lots of goodies to be won, Easter Bunnies for the Kids (including Norma Craven who really hasn’t grown up)
May, all the stops were pulled out to welcome Jean and Andrew at their official “Welcome to the Federation Chief” Once again Rodney organised The Pipes and Drums with them entering through the Highland Mist. Mike’s chandelier was a centre piece. This was previously an afternoon function at St Andrews House But with our spate of break-ins and the high attendance it would have been impossible to accommodate everyone in St Andrews House and catering would have been a nightmare.

June is our Annual Bowls Day 16th very chilly morning, poor attendance from the bowling fraternity but with some fantastic prizes it turned out to be a very successful Function. My Thanks to Past Chief Jim Weir for the Trophy’s sent all the way from Scotland and to all my friends who supplied the prizes a Big thank you.

July Christmas in July was a terrific night with a capacity crowd, fantastic catering 1800 Fairy Lights were switched on by the Lady President, and due to popular demands (mostly from the kids) the raffle was again done with Easter Eggs that we renamed Christmas Balls, fantastic prizes on display, we could have easily have sold another 100 balls. 
That wraps up the rundown on our years functions. I would like to thank all the ladies who are not on the Committee who stepped in to help us dish up and clean up it really was greatly appreciated. Mike and Clinton who really spent hours and hours helping me set up for the functions. My wife for the support she has given me, the flowers she makes for the functions and also visiting our sick members in hospital or at home.

 The Future?                                                                                                                        We need to keep our functions Family orientated, try to attract back to the Society young families with children, for many, a night at the Callies is the only chance they get to spend quality time together in a month.                                                    We also must try to pass on the importance of our Scottish Heritage and the Pomp (as defined in the Oxford dictionary) and Ceremony of our Traditional Functions, without boring the younger ones with drawn out speeches and dreary Burns Nights.

My Goals for the coming year.
To increase our membership base by 25% = 16 new Adult Members. Not impossible in fact its only 8 couples.

On closing I again thank all those who have helped, as without them we would not have enjoyed the success that the past year has been.

Tommy Soutar (Chief)

8th August 2010  












